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AN INTERVIEW WITH NEW HORIZONS AMBASSADORS Jack & Danielle Mayer – September 2011

How long have you been RVing?   How much has been full-time?

We have been camping and RVing in some fashion for most of our lives. First in tents – this was truly camping, then in a motor home. We found the motor home to be confining and expensive to maintain, so we switched to towables. From the early ‘90s, we have had some form of RV.  We started our fulltime lifestyle in 2000.

What is your background?  Danielle’s? 

In the “real world” before becoming fulltime RVers, Danielle and I worked in the corporate world. I worked in the computer industry (software engineering) for a major manufacturer. I started out as a programmer, but during my career held most of the technical and management positions involved in designing and selling computer software and hardware. 

Danielle worked primarily in the trucking industry in various positions. The knowledge she gained in the trucking safety and service areas was greatly beneficial to us as we looked at HDTs (Heavy Duty Trucks) to serve as our ultimate RV hauler. Ironically, Danielle was far more comfortable with HDTs than I was when we started down that path.

What made you decide that the full-time RV lifestyle was for you?

For many years before becoming “full timers” we had planned and saved towards that goal. We both enjoy traveling and graduated from tents, through motor homes, to trailers during our “camping” days. So early on, we knew that we enjoyed the RV lifestyle prior to committing to full timing.  The freedom to go anywhere we desired, and the relatively simple lifestyle – without the burden of a house to maintain – was very attractive to us and was the main motivation for us becoming full timers. Owning a house may be the “great American Dream”, but for us it became a burden. We discovered that our house was running our lives: maintenance, improvements, and outfitting the house took much of our time and money.  Eliminating the house allowed us to “retire” early and hit the road.  I sometimes relate it as “The house was not running our lives – it was ruining our lives.” While not the case for all people, it was for us though.

I understand you have a dog that travels with you.  How has your dog adjusted to life on the road?  And, what tips can you share about traveling with a pet?

Through our married life we always had a dog. When we started full timing we were “between” dogs and decided that it was best to travel without a pet for awhile. The thought was that it could tie us down more. Our current dog came from a campground in Idaho where we were working, so she always lived in campgrounds. There was little to no adaptation for her. 

Traveling with a pet requires some modification of the RV lifestyle. You have to worry about leaving the pet behind if going out for the day. Although we usually take our dog with us, there are times when this is not practical. Heat is the primary problem – leaving a dog in a vehicle in some climates is just not possible. But most dogs adapt well to the RV – it becomes their new home. You can leave them there without much issue when it’s not possible to take them with you on your daily jaunts. The biggest issue about leaving them behind is barking – campgrounds do not take kindly to a constantly barking dog. But almost all dogs can be trained to not bark excessively when left alone. 

Tell us a little bit about your workamping experiences.  Do you recommend this activity and why?

We have worked at primarily private commercial campgrounds – both large corporate campgrounds and smaller privately owned/operated campgrounds. We have also done some volunteer work at a National Park. We prefer to work in small, privately owned campgrounds. It seems like a better fit for us. 

Workamping can be used to supplement your income, but generally does not pay enough to support the full timing lifestyle.  Since it usually provides you a free campsite and generally other benefits like propane, it can offset your expenses quite a bit.  However, in our opinion, you do need another source of income. 

Generally, in the types of places we work, Danielle will work in the office handling reservations and checkins, and I work in the “field” handling all aspects of campground maintenance. I enjoy this type of activity so it works out well for us. We enjoy dealing with campers and meet lots of nice people. 

We recommend workamping to others who like contact with the public and enjoy the types of work involved. There are a variety of workamping jobs available – everything from the types of work we do, to volunteering as guides in National Parks, to being a gate guard at an oilfield. So there is something for everyone. The best source for additional information on workamping is a publication called Workamping News. 

How did you find New Horizons RV originally and what made you select New Horizons for your full-time home?

After we became full timers we met other full timers who had New Horizons fifth wheels.  Prior to that, we were not aware of the company. Over the years we watched as New Horizons, under the ownership of Phil and Karen Brokenicky, improved its product line. The company evolved from producing (in my opinion) a well-built but basic fifth wheel, to building the top luxury fifth wheel available in the market. With the launch of the Majestic line, all of my criteria for a luxury fifth wheel were met and exceeded. Given the available products in the market, and the fact that I could put custom features into a New Horizons, it was a natural choice for Danielle and me. The fact that the “infrastructure” (frame and running gear) on a New Horizons is adjusted to the size and features of the customizations added by the customer also was a major factor in our decision. Many of the fifth wheels available today neglect the infrastructure that makes for a long-lived RV in favor of glitz and flash. Granted, glitz and flash sell RVs. But you need good underlying infrastructure as well for long-term use. New Horizons has both.

Now that you have lived in your Majestic for nearly two years, what can you share about your experience that might be valuable for others considering a New Horizons coach?

We have had two other fifth wheels while full timing – both were high-line fifth wheels. The New Horizons Majestic is by far the nicest and most comfortable RV we have owned.  This is not unexpected since we added all the customizations to it that fit our needs. To us, the ability to fully customize the RV for our needs is a major benefit to building a New Horizons coach.  The factory fully understands customizations and can work with customers to achieve their “dream coach.” The product specialists are knowledgeable and can help a customer define and refine their needs. Because they have built so many custom coaches, I find that the factory can even help you think of things you might otherwise overlook. The experience is not at all like going to a typical RV dealer. With New Horizons you deal with the builders of the coach directly – and you get answers to your questions directly from the factory. 

Jack, your technical expertise is quite a valuable asset to those seeking answers about RVs.  What led you to develop a website to share this information?  And, what types of information do you regularly feature there?

Our website (www.jackdanmayer.com) evolved because I was answering the same questions again and again. Having a computer background I thought it was a natural thing to do to develop a website as a resource for those seeking information about the RV way of life. Generally, I concentrate on technology that enhances the RV lifestyle--anything from tow vehicles, to solar and electrical enhancements, to communications on the road. I generally don’t focus much on “lifestyle” aspects of RVing or full timing, but on the technology that enables and enhances that lifestyle.

What advice would you give future retirees as they contemplate the full-time RV lifestyle?

The full timing lifestyle is not necessarily for everyone. You have to carefully consider what is important to you and what you enjoy doing, and then decide if the full time lifestyle meets those needs. 

One of the biggest issues is choosing what to live in – this is your home. It is not a vacation unit. Look for quality in infrastructure and function first. In a large sense, you do get what you pay for. Sometimes paying a little more up-front is better in the long run. Selling or trading in a less-than-perfect RV after a few years can be an expensive proposition. 

Fulltime RVing involves tradeoffs in lifestyle and how you live your day-to-day life. It is not all glamour and travel. You still perform the mundane everyday tasks – it is just in a mobile environment. The key to successful long-term full timing is to be flexible.
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